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Deranged innervation tends to produce the same result. In mild forms 
of insanity, menstruation may continue normal. 

Excessive menstruation among the insane is usually caused by uterine 
disease, and should be accepted as evidence of such. 

The next question was, “ What effect does insanity exert upon diseases of 
the sexual organs f" 

First—Of the functional diseases depending upon impaired innervation 
and blood circulation, to use a popular but unscientific expression, insanity 
tends to cure functional diseases of the uterus. Clinical observation compels 
that conclusion, and renders it worthy of the highest consideration. The 
same action has been observed in the pathology of other diseases. But the 
influence of insanity in arresting the progress of uterine disease relates 
almost exclusively to functional disorders, and does not apply to other forms 
of local disease of an organic character. The class of insane women who 
have simply functional diseases of the sexual organs requires no care from 
the gyntecologist, beyond what is necessary to establish the fact that there 
exists no organic disease. When the diagnosis is settled in the negative, 
the patient should be left to the treatment of the psychologist. The im¬ 
portance, however, of clearly distinguishing disease of the sexual organs 
that causes and tends to keep up insanity, and mental derangement which 
exists independently of lesion of other organs, can hardly be over-estimated. 

Second—Organic diseases of the sexual organs exercise a most important 
influence in causing insanity, and tend to retard recovery from it. Under 
that head are included all the appreciable diseases of the ovaries, uterus 
and vagina that are characterized by change of structure or position. It iB 
to that class of genital affections among the insane that the science and the 
art of gymecology apply with most marked advantage, and the relief that 
can be afforded is, certainly, very much. 

“ What are the ascertained effects upon the insane , of curative treatment , 
regarding co-existing diseases of the sexual organs V' 

A careful consideration of that subject has led to the conclusion, that 
acute affections of the brain and nervous system, wholly due originally to 
disease of the sexual organs, will be relieved, in a large majority of cases, 
by curing the primary affections ; and insane women, having diseases of the 
sexual organs, will be improved in their general condition by restoring 
the sexual organs to health. The effects of treatment will be in proportion 
to the duration and the severity of the mental derangement. 

Attention was next invited to the subject of diagnosticating diseases 
among the insane. 

Dr. 8kene then spoke of the difficulty experienced in obtaining the clini¬ 
cal Information which is of value to the gynecologist. Physical exploration 
of the pelvic organs of insane women has heretofore been beset with many 
difficulties. Practically, the use of ether as an anesthetic has proved very 
unsatisfactory. To overcome all these difficulties he uses nitrous oxide gas, 
and it has answered the purpose most admirably. The mode of adminis¬ 
tering it is with the apparatus used by the dental surgeons, using a rubber 
cup which fits over the mouth and nose instead of the mouth-piece. The 
physical signs of disease vary but little from those found in ordinary cases, 
with a few exceptions, as follows; 



164 


Periscope. 


It is impossible to tell how prevalent chloral inebriety may be, but that it 
exists every physician can testify from observation. Like opium inebriety, 
it is susceptible of long concealment from other than careful observers. The 
facts should place the profession on its guard in the long-continued use of 
chloral. It is also useful to remember these facts in the study Of certain cases 
hitherto inexplicable. It strikes us that less chloral is used by the people as 
a domestic remedy than formerly. Many deaths reported in the papers from 
such use serve an excellent purpose in teaching a healthy caution.— Detroit 
Lancet, Oct. 
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